
Furnace Town Living Heritage Village 

Job Description: Artisan Interpreter 
 
POSITION: Artisan Interpreter 

 

REPORTS TO: Executive Director 

 

SCOPE:    This position is hourly, shared, and seasonal and has flexible scheduling.  It currently 

includes artisans in these areas: blacksmithing, broom making, woodworking, printing, weaving, 

gardening, spinning and other areas as developed.   On average, artisans work between 10 

and 20 hours per week. 

 

OVERVIEW:   These individuals share information and skills about their areas with visitors through 

demonstration and conversation.  They produce articles for sale in the Gift Shop.  They are 

responsible for keeping their area neat, clean and attractive.  

 

BASIC REQUIREMENTS:    These individuals must be able to walk to their work areas and may 

need to work in less than climate controlled conditions in a 19th century building or area. 

They must be proficient in (or become proficient in, following training provided) their skill area.  

They must learn about their skill, and about Furnace Town, past and present, in order to talk with 

visitors and answer questions.  They must be able to work with small school groups on round-robin 

tours.  They must be able to share their skill and information in a clear and enthusiastic manner.  

They must be willing to teach classes for their particular skill for all age groups. They must wear 

19th century costume (provided).  They must be able to work within a variable schedule. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO: 

 

1.  Demonstrating the artisan skill. 

2.  Developing a proficiency in the artisan skill. 

3.  Communicating with the public in an enthusiastic and knowledgeable manner. 

4.  Producing product for sale in the Gift Shop. 

5.  Maintaining product and materials inventory. 

6.  Keeping the artisan area attractive, neat, clean and appropriate to the early 19th century. 

7.  Dressing in period costume (provided).  

8.  Working with school tours in small groups, following a tight schedule. 

9.  Working with adult tours.  

10.  Participate in special activities and projects as may arise. 

11.  Be available to visitors in a specific capacity and also listening to them, answering questions 

and, in general, enabling them to have a positive and memorable experience at Furnace Town. 

12. Work with the Executive Director to develop lesson plan and teach classes on their particular 

skill with a varying number of students as well as varied length of the class. 

12. Other duties as assigned by the Executive Director. 

 


